
 

Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition: Summer Assignment 

 

Please read ALL the instructions before beginning your first task: join google classroom: zotvhdv 

·  

 

· This assignment represents 300 points of the first nine weeks and will significantly impact your grade if 

not completed. Graded as follows: Reading Rehearsal-hard copy handed in the first day of school (40 pts. 

according to the rubric on Google Classroom), 5 annotated short stories-hard copies handed in the first 

day of school (@ 20 pts. each according to the annotation criteria provided), and 5 analysis paragraphs-

submitted to google classroom prior to the first day of school (@20 pts. each according to the specific 

instructions/examples provided here.) Screenshot of Khan Academy to be shown on the first day of 

school (6 hrs. minimum) for 60 pts. All work should be your own intellectual property and analysis 

paragraphs will be uploaded to turnitin.com as soon as Canvas is available- check google classroom for 

updates, please. 

Summer Supplies 

 

• A copy of the summer short fiction (found in google classroom)–printed/annotated copies are 

required for your grade.  

If you cannot print these on your own, I will leave copies at the front desk for you to pick up. 

 

• A personal copy of How to Read Literature like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster -- ISBN-

13: 978- 0062301673 

It is available here: (please download and save to your computer)  
https://cleveland.rrps.net/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=4043952 

Or… see Mr. Cangemillo to borrow a copy 

 

• A copy of a novel or play you read in 11th grade  

• Highlighters 

 

Fall Supplies 

          

• A set  of highlighters 

• A 2-"3 ring binder and  dividers (8) labeled poetry, prose, free response, vocabulary, MC practice, 

peer review, examples, and rubrics/misc. 

• Red, blue, and green pens (for writing essays) 

• Sticky notes/tabs for annotating 

 See Mr. Cangemillo if obtaining any of these supplies is a hardship 

 

https://cleveland.rrps.net/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=4043952


1st Summer Activity 

Using one of the novels or plays you studied in your 11th grade English class, follow the instructions and 

complete a "Reading Rehearsal" that condenses that work into its significant elements and key concepts. 

The Reading Rehearsal is a study tool you will create for each text we study this year. It will be a key tool 

in your preparation for the AP exam. Use the description of the assignment to guide you. Be clear and 

concise (no more than 2 pages). Remember, you'll be using these to help you later on, so you'll want them 

to be user-friendly. 

 

Use the following questions to help you with the "Reading Rehearsal": 

 

• What questions does the author raise? How would I answer those questions, based on my 

reading and my own beliefs and experiences? 

• What is the author's message? What could the author be saying to audiences of today? 

• How does the author help me understand the characters, the setting, the main ideas, 

and the message? 

• Where do I see the elements of fiction (plot/structure, characterization, setting, point of view, etc.) 

at work, and how do these contribute to the meaning of the work as a whole? 

• How do these readings speak to me as a member of a local/national/global community? 

• What strikes me as "true;" what seems contrary to my own experiences and beliefs? 

 

 

      

Many of these questions are inter-connected- if you are being thorough, you can't help but address more 

than one. While your final product SHOULD NOT be a checklist of these questions, use these questions as a 

vehicle to begin the assignment if you have difficulty. Answer the first few questions in depth and you will 

probably find that you will automatically start answering the other questions. As you comment on these 

questions, use specific examples, details, and quotes to illustrate your points. All examples and quotes 

should be cited in MLA format. Look at the example I have included; you'll see that a Reading Rehearsal is 

more exploratory than formal in style, but you will still write with purpose and clarity of mind. 

 

 Summer Activity -  Readings 

 

Read the chapters of How to Read Literature Like a Professor and the short stories in the order that they are 

listed. As you read, highlight and annotate (add explanatory notes to) each chapter and story. Your 

annotations could consist of: questions, comments (reactions), objections/arguments, connections, etc. You 

may also want to take notes on anything you wish to discuss further when we are together in class. 

 

Both How to Read Literature Like a Professor and the short fiction selections will be discussed and analyzed 
during the first weeks of class. Failure to complete the summer assignment will hinder your ability to 
participate in class and affect your 1st nine weeks grade. 

 



For each chapter and short story pair, write one paragraph of analysis. You need to have AT LEAST 8 sentences 

per paragraph. See the model I have included. Note the format of the paragraph, as well as the analysis. Use the 

chapters to help you analyze the short story. You will have 9 paragraphs when you are finished - 1 per 

short story. 

 

These assignments ARE NOT meant to be research projects. Trust your own analytical skills and write a 

response that reflects your personal reading of each text. I know you will have many insights, so show your 
stuff! 

 

You can get copies of ANY of the short stories by typing in the name of the short story, the author's name, and 
"pdf' into Google. 

 

I. Plot 

A. Introduction How to Read Literature Like a Professor 

B. Chapter 1: Every Trip is a Quest (Except When It's Not) and "A Worn Path" by Eudora Welty 

C. Chapter 11: ...More Than It's Gonna Hurt You and "Sweat" by Zora Neal Hurston 

II. Character 

A. Chapter 3: Nice to Eat You and "Rocking Horse Winner" by D.H. Lawrence 

B. Chapter 22: He's Blind for a Reason, You Know and "Cathedral" by Raymond Carver 

C. Chapter 23: It's Never Just Heart Disease and "Story of an  Hour" by Kate Chopin 

 

 



3rd    Summer Activity 

 

Have a hard copy or pdf of The Old Man and the Sea by Earnest Hemmingway for the first week of class. You DO 

NOT have to read and annotate it during the summer, HOWEVER, I would strongly SUGGEST YOU DO so you 

will be ahead when we begin class. 

 

 

Examples of How to Complete Summer Assignments 

 

Sample Analysis Paragraph 

The format for your paragraphs is as follows 

 

1. Topic Sentence - something you can argue - not a fact 

2. #1  Concrete Detail - A quote from the text to support your thesis statement 

3. #1  Commentary -  You are  now going to  discuss your analysis of the  quote in order to let your  

reader know what YOU THINK about the short story, using the chapter in How to Read ... to help you. 

4. #2 Commentary - Created the same way as above 

5. #2 Concrete Detail -ANOTHER quote from the text to support your thesis statement 

6. #3  Commentary -  Created the same way as  above 

7. #4 Commentary - Created the same way as above 

8. Conclusion - Now that you have analyzed the short story, what new ideas have you come up with to 

show the readers a new side of the story? 

 

I used a poem rather than a short story so you could quickly read the text and understand the paragraph 

example. Chapter 19: Geography Matters... and "In Praise of Prairie" 

 

In Praise of Prairie 

by Theodore Raethke 

 

The elm tree is our highest 

mountain peak; A five-foot drop 

a valley, so to speak. 

 

A man's head is an eminence upon 

A field of barley spread beneath the 

sun. 

 



Horizons have no strangeness to 

the eye. Our feet are sometimes 

level with the sky, 

 

When we.are walking on a treeless 

plain, With ankles bruised from 

stubble of the grain. 

 

The fields stretch out in long, unbroken 

rows. 

We walk aware of what is far and close. 

 

Here distance is familiar as a friend. 

The feud we kept with space comes to 

an end. 

 

"In Praise of Prairie" by Theodore Raethke from Selected Poems.© Anchor Books, 1966. Reprinted with 

permission. 

 

 



Examples of the paragraph form and the content: 

 

1. Topic Sentence -- The poem "In Praise of Prairie" by Theodore Roethke is about finding beauty and 

strength in the setting that represents home and reveals that setting is reflective of the value of the 

land to the people on a spiritual level. 

2. #1 Concrete Detail - In lines 1-2, "The elm tree is our highest mountain peak; A five-foot drop a valley, 

so to speak," the speaker acknowledges how limiting nonnatives may view the prairie. 

3. #1 Commentary- Commonly, humans are awestruck by majestic mountain peaks and beautiful 

valleys, and many writers have immortalized their beauty, and, the speaker acknowledges how low, 

both physically and symbolically, the prairie appears to outsiders. 

4. #2 Commentary -- In the prairie dwellers' world, a humble drainage ditch and an average-sized tree 

serve as little in comparison to the majesty of the Rocky Mountains or the Grand Canyon, however, this 

speaker has the ability to seek out and appreciate the particular and unique beauty that the prairie 

offers. 

5. #2  Concrete Detail -  In lines 3-4, "A man's head is an eminence  upon; A field of barley spread   beneath 

-the sun," and-lines 5-6,-"Horizons have no-strangeness to-the eye,· Our-feet are-sometimes level with-the 

sky." offer a comparison of prairie dwellers and superior beings, serving to elevate the status of the 

individuals. 

6. #3 Commentary- The word "eminence" in line 3 provides a literal and symbolic meaning to support 

the idea of setting shaping the individuals living there. The word is defined as both "fame or recognized 

superiority, especially within a particular sphere" and "a piece of rising ground." Literally, the man is 

taller than the barley stalks, but he is also recognized as holding superiority within the setting and 

throughout the prairie. 

7. #4 Commentary- To continue the theme of the prairie dweller's elevated status, in line 5 the speaker 

notes that horizons hold no trepidation, as in the old adage "Beyond here lie dragons," for these people, 

but rather a familiar, comfortable sight. Line 6 also elevates the people's status to a god-like position 

when their "feet are sometimes level with the sky." The literal optical illusion serves as a reminder of 

these people's superiority in their flat world. 

8. Conclusion -Raethke, a son of the prairie, ironically elevates the "down low" of the prairie mentioned 

in How to Read Literature Like a Professor from a place of "fields, heat [and] unpleasantness" to a 

superior place where man can walk like the gods. 

 

This would be a complete paragraph. I just numbered and labeled the parts for clarification purposes. 



 

 

READING REHEARSAL EXAMPLES 

 

Example A 

 

Reading Rehearsal for Catcher in the Rye (p.1-122) 

 

--Includes my comments and suggestions for revision (underlined). 

 

The first thing that someone ever told me about The Catcher in the Rye was that it inspired 

many murders and assassinations. While reading, I did not see or understand why someone 

would say that until I got a bit farther into the book. When Holden Caulfield says "I would 

rather push a guy out the window, or chop of his head with an ax than sock him in the jaw" I 

guess makes me understand why this could lead to violence. You could elaborate more here. 

Why would this statement lead people to violence? What do you think Holden means by this?   

Is he serious or is it bravado?   What does this suggest about Holden's character? 

However, at the same time, I can see how it the quote? The novel? Would inspire 

peace.  Holden is talking to a couple of nuns, and it depresses him that people are not more like 

this pair of nuns, collecting for a good cause. He says that he is sorry he could only give them 

ten dollars for the collection. This does not sound like the same person that said he would want 

to chop of someone's head with an ax that might make people realize that it’s good to be good. 

How?-Why? -Did it.do this (o1'.vou?-Why do you think -- Holden's ·words and actions are 

so contradictory? Is he like those nuns? 

Holden Caulfield himself seems like a pretty messed up character. I personally think he 

just needs to grow up. Perfect place to elaborate! What do you mean? Grow up how? What 

makes him messed up? Is his "mess" justified? Why or Why not?  I was thinking that maybe 

through Holden, J.D. Salinger is trying to let the audience know that there is always going to be 



people who will judge you, not for who you are. ls Holden being judged? ls Salinger's 

depiction of life ring true {or you? Are there elements that just don't work? At least, at this 

point in the story, that's what it seems like. When he is in the Lavender room, dancing with 

those three girls, he just seems very judgmental and arrogant. He says, "You could hardly tell 

which was the stupidest of the three of them" He doesn't even know these girls, but he just 

assumes they are dumb because they like actors and famous people. Why do you think this is 

important to point out?  I agree that it's significant, but what can the reader take from this? 

Speaking of which, I notice that he also uses the word phony all the time. If you ask 

me, I think he is sort of phony. It doesn't seem like he is ever himself when talking to other 

people. So it is sort of ironic that he uses the term phony so often. He dislikes actors because 

they are phony, the word grand is phony, alot of people's parents are phony. Yet he gives 

people phony names, and he always has a phony attitude when talking to someone else in the 

book. He seems so critical in his mind, when we hear him narrating. We know because the 

word god-damn is about every other word, but when there is dialogue, he seems so nice. It's 

phony and irritating. I really like this part of your rehearsal. You seemed to connect with 

something here; it's a natural response, not                     forced   Why might Salinger create this phony 

judge of phonies?   Can you make some observations about author's purpose here? I like 

vow· use of repetition here. I can really feel your mocking tone come through by your use of 

that element. 

 

Another term he uses a lot is madman.  "I apologized like a madman." And "I'll tell you about the 

madman stuff that happened to me about last Christmas."  Seems like a strange way to describe 

"stuff'. Okay, great job noticing patterns of the character, but here you're just being a tourist, 

pointing out things from the tour bus. Be the tour guide or the reader here ...take some risks, give vow· 

ideas about why this part is here and what it reveals or adds or subtracts. 



Even though he is phony, and probably a madman, he seems to be pretty intelligent. There are 

some parts when he doesn't seem to use his brain. At least, if it were me in that situation, I would 

have done something different. For example, when Sunny and Maurice return to bis hotel room to 

collect the other five dollars for Sunny's "services", I would have given them the money right   away.  

If my safety is in danger, it seems like the smartest thing to do is just do what they say, unless it's 

something really ridiculous, but this was not. So he decided he would rather get beat up then give 

five dollars. Does not seem like a good decision to me. I like the personal connections you're making 

here and how you're holding Salinger's story to a model of a real persons actions.   Again, 

·why?  Why have Holden act this way?  Are you seeing all of these actions adding up in any common  

ways? 

 

There are things I agree with him on though. For instance, when he is talking with the nuns 

and he starts ranting about Catholics. I like this part because I can totally relate. I hate when people 

pressure me to tell them my religion, or when they keep going on about how great there religion is. 

It's horribly annoying. Not just Catholics, but everyone, it seems like sometimes people just want to 

judge you for your religion. As if you wouldn't get to Heaven if you did not believe in exactly their 

beliefs.  It's ridiculous and sad. One thing you're going to hear me say (or see me write) a great 

deal is  "so what?,,  I'm not trying to be harsh,  but when you write about literature, you want to 

have a "so what" (or everything you point out or observe. The "so what" is the something that 1he 

reader can get from you that they couldn't or didn't get on their own from the text. What would the 

"so wha1" here? 

Another thing that makes me think is his pretty intelligent is how he goes on and on about all 

the books he has read.  Why is his intelligence important to you? To the stone,? .To a meaning of 

the novel? Out of Africa, The Return of the Native, Of Human Bondage, and he even discusses 

Romeo and Juliet with the two nuns. He says English is his best subject, and it is obvious because 



he always talks about his favorite books. I am not sure if they are §illusions to anything though. I 

don't see why Salinger would make an allusion to Romeo and Juliet because there doesn't seem to 

be any reason to.  I don't know anything about the other books, so there may be an allusion, I am 

not sure. I think you're on to something with vow· notice of the allusions.   Think back to Romeo and     

Juliet ...what p!ayed a major part in the story?  Is there something similar happening or not 

happening in Catcher? 

 

 

Wow! I think you are ·well on your way to a great reading rehearsals.  You have great substance 

here, and you seem to be picking up on details that could be very significant. Just keep pushing 

yourself to include  the reasons why a reader should sit up,  take notice and reread these things. T111 

to find the "mojo" that was happening when you ·wrote the part about the word "phony." You 

seemed more relaxed and lo be really engaging with the text in this part. 



 

 

Readin Rehearsal Rubric 

A 36-40 B 32-35 C 28-31 D 24-27 E 0-23 
Addresses 5 or more 

of the focus   uestions 

Addresses 3-4 of the 

focus  uestions 

Addresses 2 of the 

focus  uestions 

Addresses  I of the 

focus  uestions 

Does not address any 

of the focus  uestions 

Attempts to address 

the "whys,, and "so 

whats" of the writing 

Attempts to address 

the "whys" and "so 

whats" of most of the 

Attempts to address 

the "whys" and"so 

whats" of some of the 

Attempts to address 

the "whys" and "so 

whats" of one of the 

No attempts to 

address the "so 

whats?) or "whys" 

     

 writings writings writings  
Makes connections 

between texts & 

Makes connections 

between texts & 

Attempts to make 

connections between 

Only a passing 

attempt to make 

It's not clear the 

writer has made any 
topics studied that topics studied that texts and topics, but connections between connections. 

week and in the past; week and in the past; the connections are texts and topics  
connections are connections not clear or are only   
thoroughly explored explained but not as briefly explained.   
and explained thoroughly as in an    

 "A" rehearsal    
Ideas are supported Ideas  are supported 

by significant,  apt 

and specific examples 

AND quotes from the 

text. Connections 

between ideas and 

support may not be as 

lear ams    ·an "A7 
.-    -  -- 

Ideas are supported Examples are used, No use of specific 

by significant, apt 

and specific examples 

by examples OR 

quotes from the text 

but they are general 

or vague. 

examples  or quotes 

from the text. 
AND quotes from the but explanation is   
text. unclear or quotes are   

 used as a replacement   
 

-- 

for summary.   

 
Develops beyond 

summary by positing 

substantial questions 

Author goes beyond 

summary by asking 

questions and 

Author goes beyond 

summary but 

questions and 

Most, if not all, the 

rehearsal is summary. 

It appears the writer 

Mentions the work 

but without depth. 

It is not clear the 

and thoughtful offering connections. connections are not read superficially or writer read the text at 

critiques. Clear that the writer substantial or not only used Sparknotes. all. 

It is clear the writer read and can identify explained in a   
read and understands but not explain "big meaningful manner.   
the "big ideas" of the ideas" Clear that the author   
text.  read but not sure if   

  "big ideas" were   
  understood.   
Writing is clear, Writing is mostly Some areas of clarity Organization is Writing is extremely 

logically organized, 

and has a natural 

flow. 

clear and organized. 

Flow is interrupted in 

one or two areas. 

but organization 

interferes, making the 

writing difficult to 

follow. 

choppy.  The 

rehearsal seems more 

like a checklist of 

random thoughts than 

difficult to follow and 

makes any ideas 

present difficult to 

grasp. 

   a fluid piece of  
   writing.  
Quotes are integrated 

seamlessly  into the 

Quotes are integrated, 

but at times the 

Quotes are introduced 

and explained, but 

Quotes are dropped 

into paragraphs with 

No  quotes are 

included, 
writer's own 

sentences. Only the 

transitions are not 

seamless,  or may 

seem disconnected 

from the writer
1s own 

no clear attempt to 

explain or connect. 

 

significant portions of include more of the sentences.   
the quote are utilized. quote than is    

 necessary.    
Quotes are accurately 

cited 

Quotes are mostly 

accurately cited 

Quotes are somewhat 

accurate!   cited 

Quotes are given 

without citation 

No quotes are 

included 

Always uses present 

tense when 

discussing literature 

Often uses present 

tense when 

discussing literature 

Mostly uses present 

tense when 

discussing literature 

Rarely uses present 

tense when 

discussing literature 

Never uses present 

tense when 

discussing literature 

Free of spelling and One or two spelling One or two errors that Several errors that Multiple spelling and 

grammar  errors or grammar en-ors but interfere with clarity interfere with clarity grammar errors that 

 the effOIS are not   interfere with clarity 

 distracting    


